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Thousands experience Loma Linda University
Health at 60th General Conference Session
By Jiggs Gallagher and Nancy Yuen

L

oma Linda University Health’s
message of wholeness was communicated to many thousands of
people from 168 countries during the
recent 60th session of the General Conference (GC) of Seventh-day Adventists
held in San Antonio, Texas.
About 30 employees, administrators,
physicians and volunteers from LLUH
staffed the organization’s exhibit every
day from July 2 to 11.
Many of the 65,000 GC delegates and
visitors came to the booth. The conference was the largest and longest ever held
in the history of that south Texas city.
Guests were welcomed at a replica
of walls with a gate like the structures
on Anderson Street near the Mission
Globe. They could choose from a variety
of activities; the most popular was a
“photo op” in front of a replica of “This
is the Very Place.” The full-size statue
is a sculpture of Ellen G. White, John
Burden, and Mrs. White’s son, Willie,
depicting the moment on her first visit
to the site in 1905 when White said
the words that foretold the creation of
today’s Loma Linda University Health.
The original was dedicated in May 2014
near Nichol Hall.
Activities on the exhibit’s stage
included quizzes about health topics
and the storied history of Loma Linda.
In addition to the lively quiz sessions,
speakers highlighted Loma Linda’s
signature areas of expertise. Danny

A copy of the “This is the Very Place” sculpture replicates the original on the hill behind Nichol Hall at Loma
Linda University Health. Both the original, which was dedicated in May 2014, and the replica are by sculptor
Victor Issa. Above, Social Action Community (SAC) Health System Medical Director Kenneth Hart, MD, right,
snaps a photo for visitors in front of the sculpture.

Fontoura, MBA, vice president for
wholeness, shared the landmark progress that experts at LLUH are pursuing.
Terry Butler, DrPH, presented Adventist Health Study findings and gave tips
about how to live a healthier, longer life.
Another speaker was D.P. Harris,
vice president for information services,

who demonstrated recently developed
computer games that help students
learn about anatomy and improve
first responders’ efforts during major
disasters, among other topics. Other
life-changing takeaways included tips
by School of Behavioral Health Dean
Beverly Buckles, DSW, on how to bolster

Empowering teachers: EXSEED trains K-12
educators in the art of teaching STEM
By Heather Reifsnyder

I

n science, a dynamic event rearranges one state into another, with
a distinct before and after. It is an
energetic force that produces change.
This is the kind of power that is
released in young people’s minds when
a teacher helps them understand a new
topic in a way that’s exciting to them.
The provost of Loma Linda University, Ron Carter, PhD, made this point
during his introductory remarks for last
week’s EXSEED conference at Loma
Linda University Health.
Ninety-four educators attended the
conference held July 13-17 — five school
principals, 78 teachers and 11 teachers/
principals or administrators.
EXSEED’s purpose is to help educators — specifically kindergarten through
12th grade teachers — enlighten their
students in a way that makes such
moments possible. The conference’s
name stands for Excellence in STEM

Experiential Education.
The STEM disciplines — science,
technology, engineering and mathematics — play a key role in advancing
solutions to the world’s problems and in
keeping the United States on pace with
the technological world.
Relative to Loma Linda University
Health, students majoring in STEM
disciplines have a great foundation for a
career in the health sciences.
Teachers are the most important
people in their student’s lives for making
them believe that they can be successful,
noted the president of Harvey Mudd
College, Maria Klawe, PhD, during
her keynote address. She stressed the
importance of teachers in helping girls
and women believe they can succeed in
a STEM career.
Teachers must eradicate the “cultural
mythology” that says girls aren’t good at
STEM, that women don’t make great
scientists, that technology is a man’s
Continued on page 2

Who says science is boring? Susan
Whitley models her techniques for
what she calls wacky science — a
way to make science fun for elementary students. She is a teacher
at Redlands Adventist Academy.

one’s resilience in the face of stress.
Visitors viewed Loma Linda University Health’s nationally distributed PBS
television documentary series, “Life on
the Line,” and a film trailer about the life
and work of Wil Alexander, PhD, who
founded the Center for Spiritual Life
and Wholeness. Many of Alexander’s
acquaintances, some whom he first met
50 years ago, paused to greet and visit
with their friend and mentor. He was
present in the booth for the length of
the conference.
As the event progressed, there were
opportunities for Loma Linda alumni
to meet with representatives from their
schools. In addition, President Richard
Hart, MD, DrPH, hosted two separate
receptions for them.
Several video news crews taped
stories and interviews on Loma Linda
University Health, including Adventist
Mission, Hope Channel and a group
from Norway.
Part of every presentation included a
focus on Vision 2020: The Campaign for
a Whole Tomorrow, Loma Linda University Health’s monumental plan for the
future. Videos showed the impact Vision
2020 will have in enhancing health care
and health education, including a major
building initiative on campus.
Many Loma Linda alumni live outstanding lives of service, including
School of Medicine alumna Gillian
Seton, MD, who, with Hart, made
several presentations about her work as
a deferred mission appointee (DMA)
Continued on page 2
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LLUMC Murrieta named ‘Most Wired’ by American Hospital
hospital in the Inland Empire achieved
Association for second consecutive year
this designation for the second year in
By Kathryn Stiles

L

oma Linda University Medical
Center-Murrieta
has
been
named as one of 338 hospitals
in the nation to have achieved “Most
Wired” status by the American Hospital Association (AHA).
As technology and health care have
become integrated, the AHA created
an annual survey and criteria for designating hospitals which participate in
the survey.
LLUMC-Murrieta, which opened in
April of 2011, is a fully electronic hospital in all departments and has achieved a

level of integration that is in the top tier
of hospitals across the country.
“This recognition from the American
Hospital Association demonstrates
our commitment to deploying technology to improve patient care that is on
par with the leaders in our industry,”
states Rick Rawson, CEO. “We have
continued to invest in and implement
technological solutions to improve work
flow, reduce hand-offs and improve the
patient experience. Our priority is
providing high quality seamless care
and we do that by hiring great people,
developing excellent processes, and utilizing state-of-the-art technology. This

allows our teams to focus on providing
the compassionate, patient-centered
care for which we are known.”
Hospitals that achieve this designation have accomplished specific
benchmarks in the areas of infrastructure, business and administrative
management, clinical quality and safety,
and clinical integration. The survey
was created in 1999 to recognize and
encourage hospitals as they journey into
more advanced IT solutions and integration. The survey will continue to set
a high standard for hospitals that are
striving to improve patient care through
advanced technology. Only one other

a row, Eisenhower Medical Center. The
state of California has 16 hospitals/
health systems that achieved this designation in 2015.
“We value this designation because
it helps us to focus on priorities within
the technology environment that drive
best practices nationally. It is gratifying that the hospital’s investment and
focus on people, process, and technology is recognized by this Most Wired
award,” said Doug Leeper, executive
director of IT. “We will continue to
improve and enhance our automation
solutions to facilitate compassionate,
Continued next page

EXSEED trains K-12 educators in the art of teaching STEM …
Continued from page 1

game, Klawe argued.
Following the inspirational opening
morning of EXSEED, plenary presenters spoke, and each teacher in
attendance was given an iPad and taught
how this tablet can be put to great use in
the classroom.
For the following two days, teachers
in attendance had their choice of about
30 workshops on specific teaching ideas
to incorporate in their classrooms.
Teachers could choose between sessions that helped them understand
creative project ideas to do with students, theoretical bases of STEM,
digital and technological literacy, and
even grant writing to help them obtain
funds for their classrooms.

For the fourth day of the conference, attendees heard from researchers
on campus who shared new developments in the health sciences, toured the
Medical Simulation Center, and learned
more about using their iPads.
On closing day, the teachers presented their group projects in which they
had used their iPads to create videos
demonstrating teaching ideas.
The attendees were also introduced
to Tom and Vi Zapara, who have provided financial and emotional support to
EXSEED.
Tom Zapara briefly took the microphone to share his thoughts about
education, and he remarked on the critical importance of teachers in society.
Many attendees later spoke with the

Thousands experience Loma Linda
University Health at 60th General
Conference Session …
Continued from page 1

through Adventist Health International. Seton arrived at Liberia’s Cooper
Adventist Hospital in March 2014, just
before the infamous Ebola outbreak. She
chose to stay and continue to help nonEbola patients in need at the facility. In
addition to speaking at the Loma Linda
University Health exhibit and from the
Mission Spotlight stage, Seton and Hart
were interviewed on the Alamodome
stage live before an audience of tens of
thousands.
In a demonstration of how Loma
Linda University Health staff “Live It,”

Hart gathered with more than 30 of his
colleagues before dawn Sunday, July 5,
in downtown San Antonio.
Wearing blue shirts in support of
Loma Linda University Health’s mission
of wholeness and living its mission, they
participated with about 2,500 others in
a 5K Fun Run and Walk sponsored by
the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists’ North American Division
Health Department.
Loma Linda University Health communicated how it is fulfilling its mission,
“to continue the teaching and healing
ministry of Jesus Christ.”

Richard H. Hart, MD, DrPH, interviews Gillian Seton, MD, from the Alamodome floor. Seton, an alumna of Loma Linda University School of Medicine, spoke about the challenges of working at Cooper Adventist Hospital
in Liberia during the Ebola outbreak.

Zaparas, thanking them for helping
make EXSEED possible. A delegation of teachers from Jamaica expressed
appreciation to the Zaparas and leaders
of EXSEED.
Of the teachers who attended
EXSEED 2015, about 80 percent of
them come from Seventh-day Adventist schools nationwide. Other attendees
teach in local public schools and schools
in Mexico and Jamaica.
“Every year I feel better about the
future knowing another 100-plus K-12
educators are going to inspire thousands of students to enjoy STEM
topics because of EXSEED,” says Doug
Havens, director of EXSEED.
EXSEED was first held in 2011 and
has been repeated each summer since to
empower as many teachers as possible
who are educating the next generation of
STEM leaders.
The innovative and collaborative

program empowers K-12 teachers in
Adventist schools to teach integrated
STEM courses within the context of
Mission-Focused Learning. MissionFocused Learning is the hallmark of
education at Loma Linda University.
“When we look at what society truly
needs, it is individuals who are problem
solvers, who are innovators,” says Carter,
who, in addition to serving as provost of
Loma Linda University, is co-executive
director of EXSEED.
Fostering the development of such
individuals, EXSEED represents a
partnership between K-12 educators,
schools and organizations, as well as
higher education partners including
Andrews University, Kettering College,
La Sierra University, Pacific Union
College, Walla Walla University and
the Pacific Union Conference, with
Loma Linda University hosting and
facilitating the annual event.

Sharilyn Smith, pictured at right, visits with Tom and Vi Zapara, who are
instrumental supporters of EXSEED. Smith teaches at Rivergate Adventist
Elementary School in Gladstone, Oregon.

Katie Zimmermann catches a rainbow. She is peering through a tiny strip
of plastic that will serve as a lens in a science project that transforms
pizza boxes into visible light spectrophotometers when pointed at a light
source. Richard Clark, professor of chemistry at Union College, taught the
technique to a packed room during EXSEED. Zimmermann is a teacher at
Galt Seventh-day Adventist Christian School in Galt, California.
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Twins overcome insurmountable odds to celebrate first birthday
By James Ponder

M

iracle babies Matthew and
Callia Castleberry, also
known as the Castleberry
Twins, recently celebrated their first
year of life in a rooftop party thrown by
their parents. Angelina and Matthew
Castleberry organized the event to
thank the staff of Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital for saving their
children’s lives.
During the 17th week of Angelina’s pregnancy, her doctor performed
an ultrasound and found there was a
problem with Baby Matthew. Angelina’s
obstetrician referred her to the maternal
fetal medicine unit at Loma Linda where
Baby Matthew was diagnosed with
posterior urethral valves, a congenital
disorder that blocked urine from leaving

his bladder. As a result, the bladder
enlarged to the point where it was filling
most of his abdomen, pressing upwards
and squeezing his lungs. The pressure
of the urine backing up into his kidneys
also caused severe kidney damage.
“From 23 weeks on, Matthew had
little to no amniotic fluid,” Angelina
recalls. “Dr. Oshiro said that because
his kidneys were so bad, it was already
too late for in utero intervention. We
were told over and over again that
Matthew was not going to survive
much longer in my belly.”
The news was hard to accept, especially since Baby Matthew would be the
couple’s firstborn son if he survived. His
parents begged Dr. Oshiro to do something, anything, to save his life.
Bryan Oshiro, MD, and Shareece
Continued on page 4

Miracle babies Callia, left, and Matthew, right, celebrate their first birthday in the arms of their parents, Matthew and Angelina Castleberry.

Worldwide delegates from General Conference session
tour Loma Linda University Health campus
By Susan Onuma

A

total of 13 individual groups
of General Conference Session
delegates visited the Loma
Linda University Health Campus
between July 1 and July 17.
The groups, consisting of 325 delegates, toured points of interest around the
Loma Linda University Health campus,
including the Centennial Complex,
Loma Linda University Medical Center
(adult hospital), the Good Samaritan
sculpture, the Who Touched Me sculpture, the Come Unto Me sculpture, the
Mission Globe and Founders Plaza, and
the University Church.
Mary Clement, tour guide for Loma
Linda University Health, provided each
group warm hospitality, tailored tours
and lectures, translation, and bottled
water (as temperatures remained in the
triple digits throughout the tour period).
Richard A. Schaefer, Loma Linda

University Health historian, provided
a fascinating slide show, recounting the
founding of “This Very Place” and its
historical growth, culminating in a brief
look into our future: Vision 2020.
Many countries were represented:
England, Australia, Korea, Brazil, the
Republics of Trinidad and Tobago,
French Martinique, Canada, French
Guadalupe, China, Indonesia, and New
Caledonia.
The public relations department
would like to extend its thanks to
Samantha Saldana, administrative secretary for Food Systems Operations, for
arranging visitor box lunches; Mary K.
Becker, administrative assistant to Randy
Roberts, senior pastor of the Loma Linda
University Church, and executive administrator Dustin Aho, for arranging tours
of the church; Richard A. Schaefer for
sharing his wealth of knowledge of our
history and charming demeanor; Jiggs
Gallagher (public relations) for his fancy

footwork in confirming reservations
with delegates in San Antonio prior to
their arrival; and Carol Berger (public
affairs) for her assistance in transporting
two delegates to urgent care during their

medical emergencies while visiting our
campus. And of course, sincerest thanks
go to Clement for her undying dedication
to sharing this special place with hundreds of visitors.

A group from New Caledonia, located about 750 miles east of Australia,
visits the Loma Linda University Health campus on its way home from
the 60th General Conference Session in San Antonio. Leading the tour is
Mary Clement, center (yellow coat), who organized 12 other similar tours.

LLUMC Murrieta named ‘Most
Wired’ second consecutive year …
Continued from previous page

effective, and high-quality health care
for our community.”
According to the survey, hospitals
are taking more aggressive privacy and
security measures to protect and safeguard patient data. Top growth areas in
security among this year’s Most Wired
organizations include privacy audit
systems, provisioning systems, data loss
prevention, single sign-on and identity
management. The survey also found
that 96 percent of “Most Wired” organizations use intrusion detection systems
compared to 85 percent of the all respondents. Privacy audit systems (94 percent)
and security incident event management
(93 percent) are also widely used.
Seventy-nine percent of most wired
organizations conduct incident response
exercises or tabletop tests annually,
a high-level estimate of the current
potential for success of a cybersecurity
incident response plan, compared to 37
percent of all responding hospitals.
Eighty-three percent of most wired
organizations report that hospital board
oversight of risk management and reduction includes cybersecurity risk.

AHA is a nonprofit association
composed of health-care provider organizations and individuals committed to the
health improvement of their communities.
The AHA is the national advocate
for its members, which includes nearly
5,000 hospitals, health-care systems,
networks, and other providers of care.
Founded in 1898, the AHA provides
education for health-care leaders and is
a source of information on health care
issues and trends. For more information,
visit the AHA website at aha.org.
The 2015 Most Wired Survey is
conducted by the American Hospital
Association’s Health Forum and the
College of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME). It was
sponsored by VMware, a leading industry barometer which measures IT use
and adoption by hospitals nationwide.
The survey included 741 participants
and represented 2,213 hospitals. The
survey examines how organizations are
leveraging IT to improve performance
for value-based health care in infrastructure, business and administrative
management, quality and safety and
clinical integration.
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The importance of child health care spans across continents
By Courtney Haas

M

alawi. The name creates a
mental picture of vast landscapes with wild animals;
lions, elephants and zebras running freely
through the plains of Africa against the
setting sun’s last glimpses of light.
Despite this preconceived notion,
there is more to Africa as a whole and
the country of Malawi specifically than
just going on safari. There is an awareness of health-care needs and there are
people willing to help meet these needs.
From May 31 to June 14, a pediatric
intensive care unit (PICU) team from

Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital took the initiative to go to Malawi
and work at two of Loma Linda University Health’s Global Health Institute and
Adventist Health International-affiliated
hospitals — Malamulo Adventist Hospital and Blantyre Adventist Hospital.
The goal: to teach Pediatric Advanced
Life Support (PALS) and Pediatric
Fundamental Critical Care Support
(PFCCS) courses.
A little background on Malawi shows
that the infant mortality rate is high
and the life expectancy is averaged at 60
years old with the leading cause of death
being HIV/AIDS. Malawi is also the

The PICU team, several family members that joined them on the journey,
and local staff at Blantyre Adventist Hospital, a Loma Linda University
Health Global Health Institute affiliate hospital, pose for a photo upon completion of their course. Evidence shows that fun was had by all involved.

Twins overcome insurmountable odds …
Continued from page 3
Davis, MD, met with the family frequently. At the 24th week of the
pregnancy, doctors conducted a vesicocentesis procedure, which involved
draining Matthew’s bladder through a
needle inserted through Angelina’s belly.
But at 29 weeks, the bladder was swollen
again and the doctors advised that urine
studies confirmed severe kidney damage.
They also said that further in utero procedures could not save the kidneys.
In addition, due to the lack of amniotic fluid, there was a strong probability
that Baby Matthew’s lungs would be
underdeveloped, leaving him with inadequate lung function to survive after
birth. To top it all off, there was also the
ethical issue of risking Baby Callia by
performing further surgeries to save the
very sick Baby Matthew.
“We prayed and prayed,” Angelina
remembers. “We told Dr. Oshiro we
know it doesn’t look good for Matthew,
but we believe God has other plans.
There is always a percentage of success
and failure, but we believe in the success.
We know there is a risk for Callia, but
based on her premie age, she would
really have a good chance of survival. We
believe in the positive percentage.”
The family made their case to Oshiro,
then went home and prayed some more.
A few days later, the family was
advised that Oshiro had gone to bat for
them, presenting their case to a group
of almost 50 Loma Linda University
Health specialists from many pediatric
fields. Despite some initial concerns,
Angelina reports that “he was finally
able to convince the other doctors that
he should go through with a second
procedure.”
Once again, Oshiro entered Baby
Matthew’s bladder through his mother’s stomach and drained his bladder.

This time, he also placed a small tube
in Baby Matthew’s bladder to allow it
to drain on its own. In addition, he cut
slits between Callia’s and Matthew’s
amniotic sacs so he could share Callia’s
amniotic fluid, which would help with
his lung development.
“By the grace of God, Callia had a
little more fluid than she needed,” Angelina recalls. “I was able to keep the twins
in for another week.”
The family hoped the operation had
not only relieved the blockage in Baby
Matthew’s bladder, but had also alleviated the pressure in his chest from the
enlarged bladder.
They also hoped that with the added
amniotic fluid, his lungs would continue to develop. They were convinced
that this last week in their mother’s
womb was the most crucial to the twins’
development.
At week 31, Matthew and Callia
were delivered prematurely because of
preterm labor and placental abruption
(where the placenta peels away), since
their doctors were concerned the abruption might restrict the flow of oxygen to
the unborn twins.
“That’s when the amazing NICU staff
took over,” Angelina says. “Callia needed
to be in the NICU simply to grow and
gain strength. But Matthew had a lot
of problems, starting at five minutes of
life. He had collapsed lungs, pulmonary
hypertension, kidney failure and brain
bleeds. But he fought through it all.”
Physicians warned that because of
the bleeding in his brain, Baby Matthew
might have severe mental problems as
well as breathing issues. But Angelina
says that didn’t turn out to be the case.
“Here he is, he is doing just fine!”
she reports. “He is slow physically, but
will catch up quickly once he has a new
kidney. And now we just wait for him to

ninth poorest country in the world. But
in Malawi, this is simply a part of life.
“Death is very much a part of everyday
life,” Julie-Ann Satterfield, a pediatric
nurse recently returned from working at
Blantyre Adventist Hospital, said. “These
kinds of statistics affect the culture, environment, and in turn, how children are
viewed and treated on the wards.”
The PICU team consisted of three
physicians and two nurses. Shamel AbdAllah, MD, division chief of pediatric
critical care medicine, served as team
leader. Clarissa Larsen, pediatric cardiac
intensive care; Merrick Lopez, MD,
attending, pediatric critical care division;

Melissa Mahabee, MD, fellow, pediatric
intensive care; and Lynne Yulip-Lopez,
pediatric clinician and gastroenterologist, made up the rest of the team.
“This is very valuable to Malamulo
Hospital as it upgrades all of our attending staff to be better equipped to deal
with high-risk patients, said Jason
Blanchard, CEO of Malamulo Adventist
Hospital. “When I spoke with several
staff members they simply said, ‘I think
we can do this.’ That is huge. So many
times teams come in and educate our
hospitals with practices that simply can’t
be applied to this culture. We hope this
Continued next page

The PICU team provided training on the proper procedures for resuscitation as well as other commonly encountered medical needs. Here an
attendee participates in learning to use the defibrillator.

grow and get to a good weight so he can
be placed on the transplant list. God is
good! They are both doing so great!”
As for those fears of possible loss
of mental function, Angelina says
Matthew is thriving. “He is doing great,”
she repeats. “Cognitively, he is learning,
thinking and problem-solving faster
than Callia.”
Fast-forward a year to the thank you
party on the occasion of the twins’ first
birthday, and a jubilant Angelina is
telling the assembled guests about the
importance of trusting God in desperate circumstances.
“Our family lived and breathed
HOPE,” she shared. “Callia was in the
NICU for two months, but Matthew
— who will require ongoing treatment
for kidney disease — stayed for five.
Although our son’s prognosis was always
bleak, we had hope.”
Turning to Drs. Oshiro and Davis,
she expressed her deep gratitude for
their willingness to be innovative in their
efforts to save her children’s lives.
“We had faith in our doctors that they
would work their skilled and magical
hands and take part in what can only
be described as a MIRACLE,” she said.
“We will be forever in AWE of what
occurred during our pregnancy. You
fought a good fight for our son, for our
daughter and for our family. Your Godgiven talent will never be forgotten.”
While Callia gurgled in her daddy’s
arms and Baby Matthew enjoyed the
doting attention of female staff members,
Angelina turned to the nurses.
“I never knew you existed,” she began.
“I had never seen an NICU. I didn’t
know that you would be the ones to hold
and rock our babies when I wasn’t there.
I didn’t know you would be the ones to
hand Matthew to me for the first time,
four weeks after he was born. That you
would know his signals, his faces, and
his cries a lot of times, better than me.

I didn’t know how intertwined our lives
would become. I know you now. I’ll
never be able to think of my child’s life
without thinking of you.”
Angelina’s final words brought tears
to many eyes.
“Thank you,” she said, “for answering my endless questions. Thank you for
your skill, your patience, your friendship. Thank you for fighting for my baby.
We will never forget you. We thank you
for being an important part in our miracles. We are blessed.”
At the end of her comments, the
Castleberry family handed out 86 commemorative care packages Angelina had
prepared for families with children in
the NICU.
Each contained items the Castleberrys had found useful: hand sanitizer,
cookies or crackers, fruit snacks, chewing
gum, Kleenex tissues, a bracelet, lip
balm, a coffee packet, composition
books, pens, and other items.
After that, Oshiro and Davis and
four of the twins’ nurses — Tiffany
Beames, Kelley Wong, Kristen Lee and
Janice Tellefson — received Healing
Hands Awards for their roles in ensuring that Matthew and Callia got the
best care possible.
After the presentation, guests enjoyed
the refreshments and took turns passing
Matthew and Callia back and forth,
planting kisses on their cheeks and
giving them squeezes and hugs.
Looking back on the remarkable
experience, Oshiro is amazed at God’s
work in saving Baby Matthew’s life.
“It really is a miracle,” he says. “It
really was the Lord’s handiwork. I don’t
know how many times we, as physicians,
make choices — honest, intelligent
choices — but God has other plans. It
never ceases to amaze me how great God
is. It is so humbling.”
For information about Healing
Hands, visit lluhealinghands.org.
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Memory of Cancer Center patient lives on
By Briana Pastorino

T

he Inland Women Fighting
Cancer (IWFC) visited Loma
Linda University Cancer Center
(LLUCC) Wednesday, July 8, and they
didn’t come empty-handed.
The ladies in pink, along with representatives from Stater Bros. Charities,
delivered a check for $175,000 to the
Cancer Center, funds that were raised
at the 7th annual Stater Bros. Charities
and Inland Women Fighting Cancer
Believe Walk on October 5, 2014,
which will go toward the center’s genetic
screening program.

Mark Reeves, MD, PhD, the center’s director, said the genetic screening
program has been part of the Cancer
Center’s standard of care for some time,
but this additional funding will allow for
a more coordinated program. “Genetics has taken on a completely new role
for the importance in deciding what
types of treatments will be successful in
attacking a given type of cancer in a very
specific patient,” Reeves stated at the
check presentation.
Genetic screening at LLUCC is not
something that is covered by insurance
companies. “It is a cost we take on at
the Cancer Center,” said Judy Chatigny,

The Inland Women Fighting Cancer along with Stater Bros. Charities
presented a check to Loma Linda University Cancer Center on Wednesday, July 8.

Why go on a mission trip?
By Courtney Haas

W

hy do people go on shortterm mission trips? Is it
because they believe they
can make a difference in the lives of
those they meet? Is it because they think
they have something to offer those living
in other countries?
Or is it perhaps a powerful opportunity to experience personal change?
Many participants join mission trips
with a goal, purpose or desire — for
many it is one of the reasons listed above.
Many students want to change the world
and mission service is the first step on a
path that allows them to fulfill a life of
purpose.
Faculty or staff members may desire
to apply their skills in an area where they
can see tangible results of their work.

Whatever the reason, the fact is that
many people return from mission trips
revived and motivated.
Just recently, two teams from Loma
Linda University Health participated in
short-term mission projects organized
by Students for International Mission
Service (SIMS) — one to Malawi and
the other to Peru.
According to Malawi team leader,
David Conkerite, the purpose of the trip
to was provide medical education and
health screenings to people who do not
regularly have access to this type of care.
“During our week of work we were
able to provide health education over
serveral areas, including dental, nutrition, and HIV/AIDS education. In
addition to this, the team also covered
topics like exercise and stretching techniques,” Conkerite said. “The doctors

MSN, executive director, LLUCC. “We
believe it will help our patients manage
their lives and make important decisions about their care.” Chatigny is also a
member of IWFC.
One lady from IWFC who was
missing from the check presentation
was Christina Milian. The 57-year-old
recently lost her battle against cancer
and was a patient at LLU Cancer Center.
However, Milian will forever hold a
place at LLUCC, as the Wig Center
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within the LLUCC Patient Resource
Center was named after the Highland
resident. Milian’s family was present for
the check presentation and an intimate
dedication ceremony in which the center
was revealed with its new name, The
Christina Milian Wig Center.
Milian’s son, Michael, was one of
many family members who attended the
presentation. “The Inland Women Fighting Cancer provided such friendship to
my mother,” he said. “You were such a
team to her. She loved each and every one
of you, and I’m so grateful for you.”

Christina Milian’s family fills The Christina Milian Wig Center.

participating in the health fairs were
able to provide free consultations and
medication to over 600 patients. This is
amazing because our team was small in
comparison, only consisting of two physicians, two nurses, two public health
students, two nursing students, two
medical students, and a pastor and team
leader. We also provided a vacation Bible
school program each evening to hundreds of children in the village.”
The team that traveled to Peru was
equally busy. This was Loma Linda
University Health’s first trip to Peru.

The trip focused on collaborating with
the Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA) Peru to hold health
camps, nutrition workshops, emergency
response training, vacation Bible school
and much more.
Ed Drachenberg is new to the position of SIMS director, but, since taking
on the role earlier this year, has participated in one of their trips and actually
seen the work of “service in action.”
“As SIMS director, the most rewarding part of the trip was to see how a team
Continued on page 6

The importance of child health care
spans across continents …
Continued from previous page

will manifest itself through greater staff
confidence in difficult situations and give
greater patient outcomes in the future.”
According to James Crounse, MD,
MPH, medical director of Malamulo
Adventist Hospital, there was a lot of
value in having the PICU team come and
be a part of both Malamulo and Blantyre hospitals.
“I think the major benefit we received
from this training was a collective appreciation for the value of resuscitation. I
had several clinicians express to me the
feeling that until now all we could do
was watch children die, but now we have
tools to at least attempt to save them,”
Crouse said. “The PICU team gave our
hospital a vision of what we are capable
of doing with the resources we already
have, as well as what we may be able to
do when we upgrade our facility.”
After participating in a mock code
situation, one nurse expressed the

relevance of this training to her and the
other staff members.
“Once you see a patient start gasping,
you say, ‘Ah, there is nothing we can do.
Let it happen, as we thought there is
nothing we can do to turn this around.
But now, we are going to save lives with
time and practice and it is good practice.
It is good for us to do this.”
Jason Blanchard goes on to add, “It is
my hope that those trained will make a
difference in the lives of children in acute
situations. I pray that by participating in
this program there will be fewer in-facility complications and lower mortality
rates across the board. Though I suspect
that many will be helped by this training,
if only one child’s life can be saved, the
training will have been a huge success.”
It is through groups like the Loma
Linda University Health PICU team
that health-care practices can continue
to be spread throughout the world.

Students show enthusiasm for their work while posing with tools during
their recent trip to Peru to collaborate with ADRA Peru.

The SIMS group poses for a group photo with locals while traveling
throughout Peru holding health fairs.
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President’s Award recipients represent the University’s best
By Larry Kidder

N

ine members of the graduating class of 2015 were honored
with the highest award given
to students during each of nine commencement ceremonies.
One member of each school was
honored, with the exception of the
Loma Linda University School of Allied
Health Professions, which has two commencements — one for physical therapy
and the second for the rest of the school.
A President’s Award was bestowed at
both ceremonies.
Recipients of the President’s Award
are recognized for more than academic
excellence alone. Involvement in leadership, whole-person care, service to a local
and global community, and research are
also emphasized for those chosen.
In this issue, two of the nine President’s Award recipients are featured,
with the rest to come in future issues.
School of Nursing President’s Award
By Nancy Yuen
Morry Alaka Anotta, DNP, MN,
received the 2015 Loma Linda University
School of Nursing President’s Award.
During every one of Loma Linda
University’s commencement ceremonies, flags rivaling those in front of the
United Nations Headquarters reflect
the countries of origin of each of the
soon-to-be alumni.
During the School of Nursing graduation in June, the green, yellow and
red-striped flag of Ethiopia was displayed. It represented the birthplace
of Morry Alaka Anotta, who received
the 2015 School of Nursing President’s
Award. Anotta earned her Doctor of
Nursing Practice (DNP) degree.
Before moving to the United States,
Anotta lived in Zimbabwe for four
years. Before she was a teenager, she had
decided to become a nurse. “When I was
12 years old,” she says, “I became sick
with typhoid. A missionary nurse, who
was the only provider on the campus

Dr. Morry Anotta received the President’s Award during the School of
Nursing commencement ceremony.

of Ethiopian Adventist College, was
called to the house. This nurse and his
wife took care of me until my parents
arrived. Two weeks later the nurse was
murdered.
“It was then,” she recalls, “that I
decided I would become a nurse and save
one life.”
Growing up in an area of the world
with a shortage of medical professionals,
Anotta saw many people die of treatable diseases. “During my education at
Loma Linda,” she says, “I made several
trips to Gambela, Ethiopia where I again
saw the need. It is not from poverty that
people are dying; rather it is from the
lack of knowledge. Reaching this population is not easy.”
Her studies at Loma Linda University
equipped her with skills needed to serve
the underserved. “It was in the School
of Nursing,” she says, “that I learned the
importance of understanding the culture
of the community where I am serving.”
Morry is pursuing her passion, dedicating her life to social justice and healing.
She has served as a translator for Ethiopian seniors for an immigrant and

Why go on a mission trip?
Continued from page 5

of students, from different walks of life,
different schools and programs, were able
to come together in service,” Drachenberg shared. “Seeing the dynamics of the
team evolve as they shared their knowledge in different specialties, working
together for the good of the community,
to me is priceless.”

Jan Lloren, a School of Public Health
student, shared, upon her return from
Malawi, that after nearly two weeks of
working in Africa, she felt that her perception of mission work had changed.
“Short-term missions may not necessarily give you the time to be down in the
ditch and let God work a miracle, unless
you are willing to plead for God to

Loma Linda University Health students, faculty, and volunteers gather for a
group photo with LLU graduate Temidayo Ogunrinu, right, who is serving
as a Global Service Awardee at Malamulo Adventist Hospital in Malawi.

refugee community organization and
volunteered for the African Women’s
Coalition serving all Africans. While at
Loma Linda University, she joined four
medical mission trips (three to Ethiopia
and the fourth to Peru).
Anotta used her leadership skills
during her DNP capstone project. The
following was read during her award
presentation: “Anotta has raised awareness about HIV/AIDS prevention and
treatment in a predominately illiterate
rural Ethiopian community. Not only
has she been able to facilitate ongoing
community dialogue, she achieved collaboration between parties that often
fail to work together for a common good
— the community, local government
and outside experts.
Bringing these parties together for
just and lasting change has been shown
as an effective approach to change and
social justice. It was exciting to realize
that she, in fact, served as a role model
to a local nurse who continues to work
in the community. This is an exciting
example of DNP leadership even as far
away as Ethiopia.”
When asked if there is a special professor at Loma Linda University she
will remember, Anotta responds: “Dr.
Iris Mamier is a God-fearing professor
who has taught me the true meaning
of walking by faith. It was through her
guidance that I learned it is OK to pray
with patients. She has prayed with me,
for me and for the work I have been doing
in Gambela. I came to Loma Linda University looking for professors who would
guide me in the ways of the Lord, and I
received that guidance from her.”
Iris Mamier, PhD, is an associate professor in the school.
Anotta is now working for Samaritan
Coastal Clinic, an urgent care walk-in
clinic in Lincoln City, Oregon. Once her
two-year contract is met, “I pray,” she
says, “that God opens a way for me to
serve as a missionary in refugee camps
somewhere in the world. My desire is to
work with women and children.”

Dr. Andrea Lewallen, right, shares
the moment of receiving her
diploma with School of Behavioral
Health Dean Beverly Buckles, DSW.

allow that,” she shares. “But short-term
missions do leave lasting impressions.
Short-term mission trips may not always
give you a million-dollar story, but they
can bring about a change of mind, a
change of purpose and the stabilizing of
a commitment.”
Lloren adds, “I know these types
of trips can strengthen faith so that
it can [withstand] rougher places and
tougher times.”

Testimonies like Lloren’s show the
impact of short-term mission service in
one’s own life.
Through short-term mission trips,
faculty, students and staff have the
opportunity to travel, experience a
foreign way of life and, just maybe, find
their calling.
To learn more about SIMS and see
how to become involved in the future,
visit lluglobal.com/SIMS.

School of Behavioral Health
President’s Award
By Nancy Yuen
Andrea (Andy) Lewallen, PhD,
received the 2015 Loma Linda University School of Behavioral Health
President’s Award.
“It is clear from the moment you
meet Dr. Andy Lewallen that she was
destined to work with children,” says
Cameron L. Neece, PhD, assistant professor, department of psychology.
While she was a student in the School
of Behavioral Health, Andrea (Andy)
Lewallen was lead research assistant in
Neece’s lab, the Mindful Awareness for
Parenting Stress (MAPS) Project.
The MAPS Project is an intervention
study examining the efficacy of mindfulness-based stress reduction for parents
of children with developmental delays
and autism spectrum disorders.
Working 20-hour weeks, Lewallen
recruited more than 200 parents to the
program, coordinating screening over
the phone with each family. She also
designed assessment protocols at various
Continued next page

Locals create a waiting line in the yard to be seen at the health fair provided by the SIMS group in Malawi.
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phases of treatment, assessing families
and managing the data.
“Dr. Lewallen helped disseminate the MAPS project to low-income
monolingual Spanish-speaking parents
of children with delays,” says Neece.
Lewallen is a gifted translator — she is
bi-lingual in Spanish and is a dual citizen
of the United States and Argentina.
According to Neece, Lewallen’s skill
helped increase the scope of the study as
she translated measures and protocols
into Spanish and conducted lab assessments for Spanish speakers, a group
that was included because of her dedication and hard work.
While working with the MAPS
Program, Lewallen met a mother and
father of a child who were struggling

to secure educational services for him
through California’s individualized education program (IEP) for students with
disabilities. “Dr. Lewallen volunteered
to go to the next IEP meeting with the
family,” says Neece, “translating and
advocating for the young child. This led
to a dramatic increase in appropriate
services for him.”
Neece aplaudes Lewallen’s research
skills. “In my time working with Dr.
Lewallen,” she says, “she became a competent and independent researcher.”
Lewallen collaborated with her
student on five national and international research presentations, and a
manuscript that was accepted for publication in a prestigious child psychology
journal. “I asked her to give the first
professional presentation on the MAPS
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Project at the International Association
for the Scientific Study of Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities World
Congress Meeting in Nova Scoatia in
2012,” recalls Neece. “This is a prestigious meeting that is held every four
years. I’d been asked to present, but
was pregnant at the time and so Andy
graciously went in my place. Numerous
colleagues called and sent emails to me
after the conference raving about her
presentation.”
Before entering the psychology
program at Loma Linda University
Health, Lewallen completed a BA degree
in psychology from UC Riverside in
2008 and an MA degree from Loma
Linda University in 2011. Her practica
included training at the Behavioral Medicine Center and Children’s Hospital

of Los Angeles Center for Cancer and
Blood Diseases.
In addition to her research, which
focused on parenting stress and developmentally delayed children, she also
completed an online intervention for
cancer patients. Her dissertation was
titled, “Parent stress and child social
skills development in families of children with developmental delays. The
role of parenting factors and child
self-regulation.”
She served as medical translator with
the Flying Samaritans Organization at
the El Hongo Clinic in Mexico.
Currently, Lewallen is a trainee in the
Yale Child Study Center in New Haven,
CT. She is one of four pediatrics fellows
in the center’s child psychology fellowship program.

Lee loves children and wants to use
his resources to make a difference
in the world. With that in mind, he
recently made plans to remember
Loma Linda University Children’s
Hospital in his estate. Ol’ Henry,
Lee’s 1965 Ford F-150 pickup truck,
shown above, is his pride and joy.

Lee may be 80 years old, but he’s
strong enough to chop down 20
pine trees in his back yard and cut
them up for firewood. He uses the
yard as a track for his 5-horsepower
go-cart. Lee exemplifies a new
breed of American philanthropist
doing what they can for the good
of others.

Ralph Lee likes helping others
By James Ponder

R

alph Lee is an example of a new
breed of American philanthropists who are quietly making a
big difference in the world.
Eighty-year-old Lee recently drove
Ol’ Henry, the beloved 1965 Ford F-150
pickup that is his alter ego, down Cajon
Pass from his home in Apple Valley,
California, to Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital. The purpose of the
trip was to meet with planned giving
officers and ensure that the organization
he loves will benefit from his estate once
he passes.
The story of how Lee arrived in
Southern California and became a philanthropist begins in 1934, the year of
his birth, in Alexandria, Indiana. When
he was 10, Lee left what he calls “that
little ol’ state” and moved to Los Angeles
with his parents. Lured by the prospects of a good job working on a farm
near Highland Park, Lee’s dad — who
believed in the value of hard work — put
his two sons to work as well.
“We boys had to milk cows every
morning before we walked to school,”
he recalls.
A few months before the family left
the Hoosier State, a little girl was born
into the family. Unfortunately, she was
sick the entire 18 months of her life and
died shortly after the move. The image
of his father carrying the tiny child in his
arms, encouraging her to keep fighting,
would stay with Lee the rest of his life.
As a result, he loves children intensely
and wants to do everything he can to
help them.
Lee was on track to finish high school
when he got into an argument with his
auto shop teacher in 1951 and said,
“Adios, good buddy!” And just like that,
he walked away from formal education
at the end of his junior year. Undaunted,
he and a friend opened Ace High Garage
at 54 York Boulevard in Highland Park.
“We did fairly well,” he remembers. “It
was a lot of fun!”
Two years later, patriotic yearnings prompted Lee to leave the life of
a grease monkey to help Uncle Sam
patrol the seas.
“I went into the Navy for a four-year
vacation with pay,” he grins. “I was stationed in San Diego, San Francisco, Long
Beach and Oahu. It was pretty good!”
In 1958, a year after his discharge,
Lee joined the International Union of
Operating Engineers, Local 501 and
went to work at Brentwood Country
Club in building maintenance.
Although he left 90 days later to
accept a better offer at the Santa Monica
Hilton, Lee discovered that he loved the

Ralph Lee enjoys an impromptu
conversation in his garage. The
80-year-old Apple Valley man has
been donating money to Loma
Linda University Children’s Hospital for about six years.

field of building maintenance.
“It was all very interesting,” he discloses. “Every building has its own
characteristics. I often wonder today
how they maintain buildings when the
weather is so hot. It didn’t use to be
like that.”
Lee liked building maintenance so
much that he made it his career for the
next 35 years, retiring at age 62 in 1993.
With plenty of time on his hands, he
turned his attention to fishing, guns and
classic cars until progressive hearing loss
forced him to give up the first two.
“When you wear hearing aids like
these,” he explains, “you can’t afford
to have water splash in them. It really
messes them up. So I had to quit fishing.”
He also gave up shooting. “The noise
of guns plays havoc with hearing aids.”
Fortunately, however, hearing loss did
not affect his love for automobiles and he
gets along with Ol’ Henry just fine.
“I bought him in 1976,” Lee recalls.
“He was bright blue with lots of chrome
then, but I painted him red in 1990
after I removed the chrome. He’s been
through several engines, too. Right
now, he’s Edelbrock-equipped for high
performance.”
Lee opens the door of Ol’ Henry,
slides behind the wheel and inserts
the key. “You know,” he says, “I’ve been
working on cars and building engines
ever since I was a kid down on the farm.
Anything that makes smoke and noise,
let’s go for it, baby!”
A moment later, the big truck roars
to life. Lee grabs the wheel and pulls
the gearshift into drive. “That’s a sixspeed transmission,” he offers. “Great

for hauling campers.”
As the big V-8 rumbles with a
throaty roar, it’s easy to draw parallels
between the vehicle and its owner. Both
are American made and both are, well,
Ford tough.
Lee’s handshake feels as rugged as
the diamond plate toolbox in the truck
bed. His gaze is firm and direct, his
voice friendly and his gray cowboy boots
underscore the affect with a touch of
authentic, hardcore Americana. Lee is
an honest, straight-shooting, hardworking man who loves people and lives to
help others.
“He just keeps giving it to me,” he
says, pointing to heaven, “so I just keep
helping out.”
In 2003, Lee started volunteering at
Apple Valley Care Convalescent Home.
“I wheel people all over the place whenever they need to go somewhere,” he
says. “I help out with activities, I help
them garden on the patio, I pretty much
do whatever they need. Lately I’ve been
telling them I’m going to have to quit one
of these days and they always say, ‘You
can’t do that! We need you too much!’ I
tell them they got along without me in
the past and they can do it in the future,
but they don’t like the idea very much.”
In 2009, Lee picked up a Loma Linda
University Children’s Hospital publication and read the heartwarming story
of a little girl born with a serious heart
defect. Thanks to the skilled physicians
and staff, her heart was repaired and
she’s been healthy ever since.
“That’s when I decided I wanted

to help out,” Lee recalls. “So I started
sending them a check several times a
year. I’ve been doing it now for about six
years. I like Children’s Hospital a lot! I
decided to come down here and volunteer a couple times a month.”
That means, of course, that Ol’ Henry
will soon have to navigate down Cajon
Pass in the morning and back up in the
afternoon, but both truck and owner are
up to the challenge.
Ronald Blaum, MSA, LUTCF,
planned giving officer for Loma Linda
University Health, enjoyed helping
Ralph put his gift plan together.
“Ralph Lee is a genuine, down-toearth individual who simply wants
to help others,” Blaum observes. “He
reached out to us and we helped him
revise his trust to make Loma Linda
University Children’s Hospital the beneficiary. His legacy gift will help the
hospital continue to provide loving care
to children long into the future. Ralph
is a great example of how someone who
lives very modestly can have a dramatic
impact on the lives of others by deliberating making plans for their estate.”
Lee has one more point to make. “The
thing I like about Children’s Hospital,”
he concludes, “is that they’re willing to
help people. I like that a lot!”
For more information on estate-planning resources, contact Todd Mekelburg
or Ron Blaum at the Loma Linda University Health office of planned giving
by phone at (909) 558-4553 or online at
giving.llu.edu/planned-giving.
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A family’s 84-year quest to find its missing
patriarch comes to a satisfying end
By James Ponder

W

hat do you give your 96-yearold grandmother for Christmas that she already doesn’t
have? Eric El-Tobgy, MD, was addressing
a group of 10 family members and Loma
Linda University Health representatives gathered beside a large white oak
at Colton’s Hermosa Cemetery. “The
answer is, ‘A day like today.’”
Aside from stifling heat, Monday,
June 15, 2015, was a classic Southern
California afternoon of blue sky, white
clouds, and gentle breezes. Not by accident, it also coincided to the very day
with the 84th anniversary of El-Tobgy’s
great-grandfather’s burial at the site on
June 15, 1931, which was also a Monday.
Perla Greaves, the aforementioned
grandmother, listened intently as ElTobgy described the family’s long
search to locate the final resting place
of her father and former Loma Linda
physician, the late Seymour Nicholas
Greaves, MD.
“We are a very small family,” El-Tobgy
continued. “Both my parents are only children. My sister and I do not have aunts,
uncles or cousins. That makes today even
that much more special. We have searched
for this gravesite for 40 years.”
El-Tobgy recalled childhood trips
to Loma Linda with his grandmother,
mother and sister to find out what had
happened to their beloved ancestor. At
one point, they were told he might be
buried in an unmarked grave at a local
church, but after several futile expeditions, the family concluded the burial
site would probably never be found.
The first major break in the case arrived
decades later—ironically, just months
ago—as El-Tobgy reviewed thousands of
public records online. One of them, a June
16, 1931, article from the San Bernardino
County Sun newspaper, was titled
“Funeral of Doctor is Held in Colton.”
El-Tobgy’s heart raced. The article
said Elder S.T. Hare of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church had officiated at the
funeral of “Dr. S.N. Greaves of Sonora
Mexico, who died at Loma Linda.” It
further reported that Miss H. Ruth
Bunston sang two old-time hymns at the
service, “Sometime We’ll Understand”
and “In Yonder Land,” accompanied on
piano by Mrs. Yvonne Carol Howard.
The final paragraph of the brief
article listed five Loma Linda physicians—“Drs. George, Walton, Risley,
Ehler and Nelson”—as pallbearers, and
identified Hermosa Cemetery as the
place of interment.
El-Tobgy was amazed! Suddenly,
he had answers to questions that had
troubled his grandmother for 84 years!
After years of wondering, he now knew
where his great-grandfather was buried.
It had to be him; the Sonoran reference
was unmistakable confirmation. Sonora
was the place where Greaves had said
goodbye to his wife and family, telling
them only that he was sick, that he was
going to Loma Linda for treatment and
that he did not expect to see them again.
El-Tobgy could hardly wait to tell Perla.
“My grandmother adored her father,”
he shared, noting that she had been just
12 years old when she saw her father for
the last time.
“On several occasions, she told me she
felt guilty she did not carry on his legacy
of becoming a physician,” El-Tobgy went
on. “I could never forget this growing
up. I cannot stand here and tell you that
my grandmother’s guilt wasn’t a driving

Above right: Perla Greaves plants a kiss on her father’s new headstone. Seymour Nicholas Greaves, MD, was
buried in Colton’s Hermosa Cemetery 84 years ago and his family had no idea where his remains were located.
That all changed recently, however, when his great-grandson Eric El-Tobgy, MD, went online and found a newspaper article about his original funeral service in 1931. The family had this beautiful granite monument made to
commemorate his final resting place.
Above: Attending the graveside ceremony were, front row, from left to right, Lourdes El-Tobgy, Greaves’ granddaughter; Perla Greaves, daughter; Eric El-Tobgy, MD, great-grandson, and Ismail El-Tobgy, granddaughter’s
husband; back row, from left to right, Saul Barcelo, chaplain at Loma Linda University Medical Center; H. Roger
Hadley, MD, dean of Loma Linda University School of Medicine; Alicia El-Tobgy, great-granddaughter-in-law;
Yvette Speck, great-granddaughter; and Patricia Eiseman, senior development officer for LLU School of Medicine.

force for my own medical career and
devotion to medicine, because it was.”
El-Tobgy and Perla have long enjoyed
a special relationship. “She was, and
always will be, instrumental in my
growth as a person and doctor,” he said.
“Her childhood stories would brighten
my childhood days, like her father’s
stories would brighten hers.
“Ironically,” he continued, “my grandmother’s only occupation was as a casket
decorator. She would adorn many
strangers’ final resting places, but would
never see the casket of her own father. At
times, I questioned whether this job was
filling a deep void in her heart.”
He recounted some of the stories Perla
told him about her father. She loved to go
roller-skating with him. She remembers
that he would drop her off and pick her
up from school in his Model T Ford. She
recalls watching Flipo, the family’s creamcolored pit bull, carry Greaves’ medical
bags as they made house calls in Sonora.
“In many ways,” El Tobgy observed,
“my grandmother is the same little girl
who said goodbye to her father at the
young age of 12, never to achieve closure
at his passing. I remember seeing her
eyes light up as she spoke about her
father and his service to his community.
Dr. Greaves was a classic example of the
medical missionary work of Loma Linda
University and its doctors.”
As El-Tobgy spoke, Perla’s gaze intermittently drifted toward the impressive
new headstone the family purchased for
Greaves. The imposing black granite
monument proudly features a laseretched photo of the handsome young
physician at the height of his career.
Beneath the photo, in capital letters,
are the words “Seymour N. Greaves,
M.D.” Directly below that, a caduceus
separates the dates of January 8, 1876,
and June 13, 1931, the span of Greaves’
sojourn on Earth. The final words reference the incredible love and devotion of
his family: “Forever in our Hearts.”
El-Tobgy shared a few other important findings: Greaves was born in
London, England and immigrated to
America around the turn of the 20th
century. He graduated from Chicago
College of Medicine and Surgery in
1909, and came to Loma Linda at the
request of his brother, Horace Norman
Greaves, MD, a 1906 graduate of the
American Medical Missionary College

in Battle Creek, Michigan. A photo
El-Tobgy discovered depicts Seymour
Nicholas Greaves, MD, with fellow physicians, nurses and staff members at the
old Loma Linda Sanitarium on the hill.
Battle Creek was an early headquarters

of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
and its famous college was a forerunner of Loma Linda University Health.
In his research, El-Tobgy found that
Edward Risley, MD, a 1902 graduate of
Continued next page

Patient and surgeon reunited 30 years
after kidney transplant …
Continued from page 12
for a kidney for approximately one year
when she received the call that a donor
had been found. She received her kidney
from a deceased donor who had not survived a motorcycle accident.
Research shows that a kidney from
a deceased donor functions on average
from eight to 12 years. Gwaltney has
significantly beaten those odds having
had zero complications with her transplanted kidney.
Gwaltney shared with the group
how she never met the family of her
donor, but was able to send them a letter
expressing her gratefulness for the gift of
life that had been given to her.
“God has been with me through this
journey,” she said. “Without having God
in my life I don’t know where I would be.”
Hadley and Gwaltney spent some
time going through her scrapbook that
documented her life with photos of her

family and friends. She had also kept
photos of Hadley and her transplant
team, news clippings and personal memorabilia of her life since her transplant.
Hadley was elated to see his patient
happy and healthy after such a long
time. Before departing he took a selfie
with Gwaltney, and even posted the
photo to his Instagram account — with
her permission of course.
Hadley expressed his appreciation to
the group for including him in the celebration. “This has been a highlight of the
year for me,” he said. “Thank you.”
The kidney support group at LLUMC
started in the 1980s. Pre- and post transplant patients meet once a month at the
LLU Transplantation Institute to share
their experiences, ask questions and get
educated by physicians and staff. For
more information on the support group
or the Transplantation Institute, call
909-558-3636.

Roger Hadley, MD, right, takes a selfie with his former patient, Karen
Gwaltney. Hadley performed Gwaltney’s kidney transplant more than 30
years ago at Loma Linda University Medical Center.
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Loma Linda University celebrates conclusion
of three-month Hispanic Diabetes Study
By Susan Onuma

I

n early July, a “graduation ceremony” was held at the Loma Linda
University (LLU) School of Public
Health’s Nichol Hall for 40 San Bernardino County Hispanic community members who participated in a

three-month diabetes research study.
The study, titled “Blood Sugar
Control Using Omega 3 Fatty Acids
In Hispanic Subjects,” assessed the
effect of the “En Balance Plus” diabetes education program and the intake
of Omega-3 Fatty Acids in Hispanics
with type 2 diabetes.

A collaborative effort between the
Center for Health Disparities and
Molecular Medicine, at the LLU School
of Medicine, and the Center for Nutrition, Healthy Lifestyle, and Disease
Prevention at the LLU School of Public
Health, the study was supported in part
by the National Institute on Minority

Participants who completed the Hispanic Diabetes Study celebrate the conclusion and receive a certificate.
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Health and Health Disparities, NIH
award number 5P20MD006988.
The principle investigator for
the study is Marino de Leon, PhD,
from the Center for Health Disparities and Molecular Medicine; Zaida
Cordero-MacIntyre, PhD, served as
co-investigator and implemented the
program. Anthony Firek, MD, is the
physician for the study; Larry Beeson,
DrPH, is the statistician for the program.
Loma Linda University School of Public
Health students Ivette Perez-Paquien
and Christy Mota are the research
assistants, and through their efforts,
participant retention was achieved.
Participants in the study received eight
hours of diabetes education in a program
called “En Balance Plus.” The program
was conducted in Spanish. Additionally,
they were given an Omega-3 Fatty Acid
supplement for the period of the study
that lasted three months.
Both at the start of the study and
at its conclusion, blood measurements
were taken to assess participants’ diabetes status as well as lipid panels that
included analyses of levels of cholesterol.
Body composition measurements were
taken using Dual X-ray Absorptiometry
(DXA) scans. Dietary intake and physical activity were also assessed.

A family’s 84-year
quest comes to a
satisfying end …
Continued from previous page

the college at Battle Creek later became
dean of the College of Medical Evangelists in Loma Linda. Risley also served
as one of the four pallbearers at Greaves
funeral in 1931.
For that reason, El-Tobgy invited
H. Roger Hadley, MD, current dean of
the Loma Linda University School of
Medicine, to attend the second memorial
service 84 years later. Hadley accepted,
and at the end of El-Tobgy’s presentation,
expressed his personal appreciation to ElTobgy and the other members of Greaves’
family for the long and dauntless search
that brought this puzzling mystery and
all-but-forgotten episode of Loma Linda
history to a harmonious resolution.
Turning to the gleaming headstone,
El-Tobgy offered a blessing for his longlost forebear.
“Seymour Nicholas Greaves,” he began,
“may your 12-year-old daughter’s broken
heart begin to heal. Today, we dedicate
your headstone to you as we celebrate
your life with your blood family and your
Loma Linda family, the way it should have
been 84 years ago. We can only imagine
the hundreds of times your gravesite was
walked over without ever a thought of
the great man who lay below. Today that
will change. May God bless you and your
legacy! Thank you.”
After the benediction by Saul Barcelo
— the Loma Linda University Health
chaplain who, ironically enough, was
also born in Sonora, Mexico — El-Tobgy
announced that he had found a recording of “Sometime We’ll Understand.”
As the audience listened, the plaintive
voice of a female vocalist from an earlier
generation was heard, courtesy of ElTobgy’s iPhone. And 84 years after they
graced Greaves’ first memorial service,
the beautiful, hopeful lyrics of Maxwell
N. Cornelius’ wistful song brought
closure once again:
Not now, but in the coming years,
It may be in the better land,
We’ll read the meaning of our tears,
And there, sometime, we’ll understand.
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Chinese guests rewarded for helping injured Navajo on GHI trip
By James Ponder

F

our visiting health professionals from the People’s Republic
of China recently came to the
aid of an injured Navajo man during a
weekend tour of the Southwest.
“Janice” Wang Jianping, MD, “May”
Zhou Xuemei, “Nick” Ma Xiaoxu, MD,
and “Yvette” Wu Xiujing, MD, were
heading down a rural Utah backroad
during a break from their two-month
mentorship program at Loma Linda
University Health. Dwayne Symonett
was “riding shotgun” when the incident
occurred and I was driving.
The mentorship program allows
international visitors to travel to Loma
Linda for an update on best practices
in their respective professional specialties. The trips provide a break from the
intensive educational programming and
introduce them to the scenic and cultural wonders of the United States.
On the day in question, the six of us
were on heading to Page, Arizona, after
exploring the 950-year-old ruins of Hovenweep National Monument. We were
maybe 10 minutes from the town of
Montezuma Creek when we rounded a
corner to find a man lying in the road.
“Oh my goodness!” May exclaimed.
As we pulled to the scene of the accident, one of the two women watching
over the man hopped on an all-terrain
vehicle and rode away as soon as she saw
us. The other one stayed. For his part, the
man could hardly have picked a better

Four visiting health professionals from China and a security officer from Loma Linda University Health celebrate
their arrival at one of southern Utah’s ironic rock formations, Mexican Hat. They are, from left to right: “Nick” Ma
Xiaoxu, MD, “May” Zhou Xuemei, “Yvette” Wu Xiujing, MD, “Janice” Wang Jianping, MD, and Dwayne Symonett.

time and place to have an accident. Nick,
Janice, and Yvette are physicians, May is
a nurse, and Dwayne — a security officer
at Loma Linda University Health — is
trained in handling crisis situations of all
kinds. They flew into action as the man’s
personal emergency response team.
The man briefly opened his eyes in
response to a question from Yvette, then
shut them tight against the afternoon
sun. In the meantime, Dwayne dialed
911 while I positioned the car to shield
the man from traffic.

The woman identified herself as
Chrissie and the man as her boyfriend,
Joe (both are pseudonyms), and said he
fell off the all-terrain vehicle. Joe drifted
in and out of consciousness, sometimes
unresponsive, but occasionally answering with groans and obscenities. He said
his head and ribs hurt, but otherwise he
felt OK.
Approximately 20 minutes after our
arrival, a large black pickup drove up the
road towing a horse trailer. As he pulled
alongside, the driver rolled down the

window and asked what happened.
As providence would have it, the
driver was an off-duty paramedic who
identified himself as Roger (also a
pseudonym). After parking the truck,
Roger took charge of the scene, calling
the dispatcher on a portable radio and
learning that the ambulance was about
to head our way. “It’s 10 minutes away,”
he informed.
Roger then asked Chrissie if Joe had
been drinking. She turned away, evading
Continued next page

Adventist theologian and School of Religion faculty member passes away …
Continued from page 12

JD, MPH, looks back on her friendship
with Branson and articulates two contributions for which Branson often told her
he would most like to be remembered.
“In addition to his passion for social
justice, he hoped his influence on Adventist theology would be a major part of
his legacy,” she notes. “He believed, as I
do, that he helped shift our focus from
something of a theology of exclusiveness
and apocalyptic gloom to one of inclusiveness and apocalyptic joy and hope.
“Branson never lost his gift for creative ideas,” Carlson continues. “Here at
Loma Linda, he conceived and started
the ‘Heroes of Healthcare’ course and
the ‘Ethics in Great Films’ series. He
also worked to bring different schools
together — most recently Public Health
and Religion with a Sabbath School
‘Healing of the Nations’ series based
on the book of Revelation — and he
brought back the Provonsha lecture that
now opens the Alumni Postgraduate
Convention.” In addition, his work in
organizing and presenting fascinating
Sabbath School classes at Loma Linda
and Sligo is legendary.”
Born July 3, 1938, at Portland
Sanitarium in Portland, Oregon, to missionary parents Ernest Lloyd (E.L.) and
Ardice (Detamore) Branson, the future
scholar grew up in Lebanon where his
father established Middle East College.
His grandfather, William Henry
(W.H.) Branson, was president of the
General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists from 1950 to 1954. Much
of Branson’s childhood was spent in the
Middle East in cities like Addis Ababa,
Beirut and Cairo.
“When he was about four, his mother
was hired as a tutor for Emperor Haile
Selassie’s two teenage daughters,” Carlson
says. “She used to take Roy with her to the

palace where the princesses would pick
him up and kiss him; Roy didn’t like all
that a bit.”
He did, however, like school. He
skipped a grade, advanced at a rapid pace,
and finished high school at Greater New
York Academy in New York City at 16.
“While living in New York, he had
free run of the city,” Carlson reports.
“He rode the subways to visit museums,
parks and libraries; he got cheap, standing-room-only tickets to plays and
concerts. His favorite haunt was the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. He loved
art, literature and music — particularly
Mendelssohn — all his life.”
Carlson notes that Branson was
deeply committed to the church that
nourished him and was involved in
helping to spread the Adventist message
from a young age.
“Roy was such a devoted member that
he carried Adventist literature to give
out to other passengers on the train,” she
recalls. The fact that some of them may
not have appreciated his zeal did not

deter Branson in the least, as evidenced
by an encounter with one of the greatest
names in symphonic music.
“He was hanging around 57th Street,
passing by the back entrance of Carnegie
Hall one day when he heard the symphony,” she shares. “Finding an unlocked
door, he entered a room where Arturo
Toscanini was conducting a rehearsal.
As soon as it was over, he went up and
handed Toscanini a tract. I don’t know
what Toscanini thought, but Roy felt he
had fulfilled his Adventist duty.”
Branson’s natural leadership abilities
revealed themselves at Atlantic Union
College where he was elected president of the student body. “He majored
in English literature,” Carlson says,
“and then went on to the University of
Chicago where he got a master’s degree
in the same subject. His thesis was on
Geoffrey Chaucer’s poem “Parliament
of Fowls,” which was actually a romantic
political and social satire with philosophical undertones about the nature of
free will.

“For Roy, Chaucer combined an interest in literature, politics and philosophy”
Carlson continues. “In fact, he always
thought it was partly his work at the
University of Chicago that got him into
Harvard because his major professor
wrote such a favorable letter supporting
his application.”
In 1968, Branson successfully
defended his dissertation on “Theories
of Religious Pluralism and the American Founding Fathers” and was awarded
a PhD degree in religious ethics from
Harvard. In the paper, Branson discussed the rift between two competing
doctrines on the relationship between
church and state at the beginnings of
American democracy. His conclusion
indicates the subtle schism between the
views of Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison, a difference that persists to
this day. Evangelicals are fundamentally
Jeffersonian, while mainstream Protestants tend to agree more with Madison.
While at Harvard, Branson became
Continued next page

Above left, from left to right: Roy Branson, PhD; Alice Ing, MA; and Jon Paulien, PhD, celebrate Ing’s graduation
with an MA in bioethics from the Loma Linda University School of Religion earlier this year. At the time, Branson
— who passed away July 7 — was director of the Center for Christian Bioethics at the school. Ing served as
Branson’s assistant at the center while working on her degree. Paulien is dean of the school. Above right: Roy
Branson, PhD, and Donna Carlson, MD, on a 2013 trip to San Diego. (Photo by Alexa Reeves, MD)
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and rolled him onto a stretcher. Dwayne,
Janice, May, Nick, and Yvette helped lift
him into the vehicle while I kept an eye
on traffic. Once Joe was loaded into the
ambulance, Chrissie and Roger thanked
us for stopping to help. After a round of
handshakes, we resumed our trip.
I, however, was worried. The incident
had set us back 45 minutes and a series of
small delays earlier that morning meant
we were now two hours behind schedule.
I knew there wasn’t enough daylight to
make it to Horseshoe Bend to watch the
sundown. How could I tell the group
stopping to save Joe’s life meant we
couldn’t see the iconic destination?
I needn’t have worried. A few minutes

Continued from previous page

the question. “Don’t play games with
me,” he demanded. “I need to know if he
was drinking.”
Chrissie confessed that Joe had, in
fact, “drank a little bit,” and that she
and the other woman had also imbibed
before the accident.
When the ambulance arrived, three
emergency technicians came over to
assess the situation and ask Roger and us
what we knew about the accident. They
asked Joe his name and date of birth and
inquired about his injuries. He answered
the first two questions, but lapsed into
stupor without mentioning his head and
ribs. The paramedics stabilized his head

“Yvette” Wu Xiujing, MD, prepares to photograph the
Goosenecks of the San Juan River in southern Utah
during a weekend trip to the Southwest designed to
give international health professionals a break during
a two-month mentorship program at Loma Linda University Health.

“Janice” Wang Jianping, MD, appears to hold up
one of the stone obelisks known as the Paria Mushrooms in southern Utah. She was on a weekend tour
to introduce participants in the two-month mentorship program offered by the Global Health Institute at
Loma Linda University Health to the American landscape and people.

As news of his passing spread,
numerous Branson friends and associates weighed in on the importance of his
contributions to Adventist education
and life.
Long-term colleague Bonnie Dwyer,
MA, who currently serves as editor of
Spectrum and member of the board of
directors for the Charles E. Weniger
Society for Excellence, points out that
the society recently selected Branson as
one of three honorees for the Charles
Elliott Weniger Award for Excellence
in Adventism, which will be conferred
posthumously in February 2016.
“The society has been honoring people
who have made significant contributions
to Adventism for the past 40 years,”
recalls Dwyer. “Like Charles Weniger,
the man for whom the awards are named,
Roy was an enthusiastic Adventist who
embraced life with an adventurous
spirit. He mentored many ethicists and
journalists over the years. Among other
things, he will be remembered for his

Continued from previous page

interested in the plight of other Adventists in graduate school and, with
enthusiastic friends there, started the
Association of Adventist Forums to help
them stay in touch with each other and
the church.
During his years in Washington,
Branson was invited at least twice to
Rose Garden receptions at the White
House where he met Bill and Hillary
Clinton. He also testified before Congress on anti-tobacco legislation.
Aside from his passion for theology,
the church, social justice, art, literature
and music, Branson enjoyed one other
notable long-term interest.
“It was baseball,” Carlson discloses.
“He was an avid and enthusiastic
Dodgers fan. It goes back to his days in
New York. The family lived in Forest
Hills, which is in Queens, and he became
a lifelong fan of the Brooklyn Dodgers,
complete with a fierce antagonism for
the New York Yankees.”

Reportable Crimes
The Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 1990 requires colleges
and universities across the United States to publish interim reports on campus
crime activities. Listed below are the crimes reported for Loma Linda University
Health for the month of June 2015.
Type of Crime

Number of Crimes

later, a road sign announced that Goosenecks State Park was a mile away.
“Ladies and gentlemen,” I said, “I’ve
got an idea.”
After explaining our dilemma, I
pointed out that we were less than a mile
from Goosenecks State Park, a place
that outshines Horseshoe Bend in many
respects. Instead of having only one
meander in the middle of the Colorado
River, Goosenecks has several on the
San Juan.
“It’s out in the middle of nowhere,”
I explained. “Lots and lots of space and
serenity. It’s very beautiful!”
“You don’t sound very convincing,” I
thought to myself. “They’re going to be

Place of Crime

Stolen Vehicle Recovery

1

South Parking Structure

Theft

1

Off Campus

Burglary Motor Vehicle

1

Mountain View Plaza South

Assault/Battery

1

LLUMC Adult Hospital

Trespassing

1

LLUMC East Campus

You can assist the Loma Linda University Health department of security in
maintaining a safe and secure environment by notifying security immediately at
extension 9-1-1 if you see or know about a crime taking place.

pioneering role in establishing an independent press in Adventism through the
creation of Spectrum.”
Jon Paulien, PhD, dean of Loma
Linda University School of Religion,
recalls that after Branson became associate dean in early 2008, he took the lead
in accreditation visits in 2008 and 2010
and program reviews in 2010 and 2014.
“Perhaps his greatest contribution as
associate dean was his formulation of
the five goals that religion teachers at
Loma Linda seek in every class,” Paulien
observes. “These five goals have encouraged the School of Religion faculty to
elevate the use of Scripture and to keep
the Adventist heritage up front whenever relevant. Branson also successfully
pushed us to keep in mind the importance of moral advocacy to the task of
religion within society.”
Paulien portrays another side of
Branson’s personality when he discusses
interpersonal relationships with the
people in the school.
“Branson was most beloved among
the faculty and staff of the School of
Religion,” he explains, “for the way he
circulated around the office, expressing
caring concern for everyone and listening carefully to all joys, sorrows, and
family narratives. He is deeply missed.”
Calvin Thomsen, PhD, assistant professor of religion and relational studies,
concurs with Paulien on Branson’s
collegiality.
“Roy was best known for his powerful role in shaping Adventist intellectual
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terribly disappointed at missing Horseshoe Bend.” That’s when I thought of
the clincher.
“In the last seven years, we’ve taken
many Chinese health professionals to
Horseshoe Bend,” I reported, “but none
to Goosenecks. Would you like to be the
first group to go there?”
Mandarin Chinese sounds fast
enough to Western ears when spoken at
a normal pace, but the effect is positively
dizzying when four people start speaking
at the same time, all at lightning speed.
A moment later Janice announced the
verdict. “We want to go to Goosenecks,”
she said.
It turned out to be an awesome choice.
With late afternoon sun glinting off the
river a thousand feet below, the sense of
space and serenity was overwhelming.
The sky was blue, the breeze gentle and
swallows darted after insects in mid-air.
Scanning the horizon, we traced the
faint outline of the San Francisco Peaks
200 miles away. A raven’s angular caw
floated above jutting stone canyons before
drifting off to infinite space. We stayed
for almost an hour to let the silence sink
into our souls before piling back into the
van for the next leg of our journey.
We couldn’t have been more than half
a mile down the road when Nick spoke
up. “I’m really glad we stopped there!” he
said. “That was remarkable!”
“Me, too,” Yvette agreed. “I just got
a text from two of my friends in China
who saw my photos on social media.
They’re disappointed they didn’t get to
go to Goosenecks when they came to
Loma Linda. I think they’re jealous!”
life and for his prophetic voice in calling
Adventists to reclaim our heritage as
people who care about addressing issues
of social injustice and public health,”
Thomsen notes.
“But I remember him,” he continues, “as somebody who made an extra
effort to connect with the people around
him. Long before I came to work for
the School of Religion and he had any
particular reason to be interested in
me, I remember ways he engaged me in
deep-level conversation and indicated an
interest in my ministry and my ideas. As
a work colleague, I could see the same
forces at work. He was the guy who regularly stopped by people’s offices to ask a
question, indicate interest, and draw out
the best in us.”
In addition to his many friends
around the world, Branson is survived by
his nephews, Brian and Bruce Branson,
sons of his late brother, Bruce Branson,
MD, who chaired the department
of surgery at Loma Linda University
School of Medicine for many years.
Branson was laid to rest Monday, July
20, in Montecito Memorial Park, where
his father, mother, brother and grandfather are interred. He once told Carlson
he wanted to wake up on the morning of
the Resurrection and see the people he
loved so much.
A memorial service for Roy Branson
is scheduled for Saturday, August 8 at
4:00 p.m. at Azure Hills Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Grand Terrace,
California.

Memorial Service for

Roy Branson, PhD
Saturday, August 8, 4:00 p.m.
Azure Hills Seventh-day Adventist Church
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Adventist theologian and School of Religion
faculty member passes away
By James Ponder

R

oy Branson, PhD, noted Seventh-day Adventist theologian,
social activist, ethicist, mentor
and educator, passed away from complications of cardiovascular disease on
Tuesday, July 7, at the age of 77.
The story of Branson’s meteoric —
if somewhat unorthodox — career
trajectory tends to overshadow an equally
interesting personal narrative, but taken
together, the two present a picture of a
profoundly creative and innovative individual with wide-ranging interests and
spheres of influence.
The day he died, the Adventist
Review described Branson as “a fervent
activist for various causes, from the
civil rights movement to anti-smoking
legislation, anti-poverty initiatives, and

social, political and medical ethics.”
The Review article also reported that
he received his undergraduate degree
from Atlantic Union College and earned
graduate degrees at the University of
Chicago and Andrews University and
that he received his PhD in religious
ethics from Harvard University in 1968.
One of Branson’s many close friends
at Loma Linda and elsewhere, David R.
Larson, PhD, professor of ethical studies
at Loma Linda University School of
Religion, enlarges that portrayal by
citing a few notable titles and highlights
of Branson’s remarkable career:
 Associate dean and professor, Loma
Linda University School of Religion
 Director, Center for Christian
Bioethics at Loma Linda University
Health

All-Star Appreciation is win-win
By Briana Pastorino

L

oma Linda University Health
treated its family to a night of baseball under the stars at the annual
All Star Appreciation Day on July 15.
More than 3,600 employees, students,
volunteers, and their families and friends
filled the seats of San Manuel Stadium to
watch the Inland Empire 66ers take on
the Lancaster Jethawks.
Before the start of the game, Loma
Linda University Health elite took the
field to kick off the game. Vice President
of Finance Kevin Lang, MBA, took the
pitcher’s mound and threw out the first
pitch; and Gian Dudley, marketing specialist, took time out of maternity leave
to sing the “Star Spangled Banner.”

There were giveaways and opportunity
drawings throughout the event. Names
were drawn at the top and bottom of
every inning through the seventh. Prize
items included a Fitbit, LEGOLAND
tickets, Xbox One, Sony camcorder,
Go Pro Hero 3, Nikon digital camera,
Samsung galaxy tablet, Bose headphones, Universal Studios season passes,
Roku media bundle, Vitamix, 55-inch
Smart TV, and an HP laptop.
At the bottom of the seventh inning,
the grand prize, a seven-day Mexican
Riviera cruise for four was awarded to
Therese Witrago from LLU faculty
patient business operations, radiology.
But Witrago wasn’t the only winner
of the night: the Inland Empire 66ers
beat the Jethawks 3-2.

 Scholar-in-residence, Kennedy
Institute of Ethics at Georgetown
University
 Teacher, Adventist Theological
Seminary at Andrews University
and Columbia Union College (now
Washington Adventist University)
 Founding member, Association of
Adventist Forums (now Adventist
Forum)
 Co-founder and editor, Spectrum
Magazine
 Founder, Center for Law and Public
Policy at Washington Adventist
University
 Founder, Interfaith Coalition
Against Tobacco
 President, The Adventist Society for
Religious Studies
Branson was one of the first to integrate, and perhaps transform, Adventist
theology by bringing a strong emphasis
on social justice and religious ethics into
the discussion, literally carrying his faith
into the field when he felt the need to
take a stand.
“He marched against racism with
Martin Luther King, Jr., Abraham
Joshua Heschel and many others at
Selma (Alabama) 50 years ago this
spring,” Larson said, adding that
Branson also protested the exclusion of
women from the ministry by organizing
the first ordination service for women
elders at Sligo Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Takoma Park, Maryland, in
1973, and for women pastors in 1995.
In discussing Branson’s contributions to Adventist theology, Larson lists
Adventist studies, a theology of Sabbath
and the Second Coming, apocalyptic

Roy Branson, PhD, faculty member
of the Loma Linda University
School of Religion since 2008,
passed away from complications of cardiovascular disease on
Tuesday, July 7, at the age of 77. In
this photo, Branson was discussing
Spectrum magazine, the journal he
co-founded and served as editor
for 22 years. He is remembered as
a passionate and outspoken advocate for social justice. (Photo by
Jared Wright for Spectrum)

literature and ethics, the secularization
of medicine and the theology of joy as
major areas of interest.
“Despite his many other contributions,” Larson concludes, “the countless
number of people all around the world,
in socially high places and low, who
counted Roy as among their very closest
friends will be his greatest legacy.”
In 1967, former LLU librarian Alice
Gregg introduced Branson to a thirdyear medical student and the two became
fast friends. Today, Donna Carlson, MD,
Continued on page 10

Volume 28, No. 7 | July 2015

Executive editor
Editor

Tony Yang, MBA

thyang@llu.edu

Jiggs Gallagher, MS

jgallagher@llu.edu

Managing editor/art direction Larry Kidder, MA
lkidder@llu.edu

Kevin Lang, MBA, third from left, vice president for finance, was given the
enviable task of throwing out the first pitch. Above, he is accompanied by
both team mascots, as well as 66s pitcher, Tyler Carpenter.

Patient and surgeon reunited
30 years after kidney transplant
By Briana Pastorino

C

herry Valley resident Karen
Gwaltney had a lot to celebrate
as she walked into Loma Linda
University Transplantation Institute earlier this month – 30 years of
life thanks to Loma Linda University
Medical Center (LLUMC).
Gwaltney, now 58, is celebrating 30
happy, healthy years since she had a
kidney transplant at LLUMC on July
4, 1985. Jennifer Nakamura, clinical
social worker for the kidney transplant

team, coordinated a small celebration
for Gwaltney during the kidney support
group on July 14, 2015. Also invited was
H. Roger Hadley, MD, who performed
Gwaltney’s transplant.
“As surgeons, we do surgeries all the
time,” Hadley said, “but we aren’t always
fortunate enough to know what happens
to our patients as time goes on.” Now
the dean of LLU School of Medicine,
Hadley was excited to reconnect with
his former patient.
Gwaltney had been on the waiting list
Continued on page 8
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